
April 5, 2022 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners were 

present.  Pat Pfund of the Norman County Index was also present.   

Chairman Gunderson asked if everyone had an agenda, and if so, were there any additions.  A/T Hanson noted the 

addition of an OHV Grant Agreement received from MN DNR, an Addendum to the MOA from the U of M for the 

Extension Intern, and the addition of Sheriff Jeremy Thornton at 11:30 with regard to structural inspection of the Flom 

Tower as well as acceptance of a donation.  David Stene, CFO, will also be presenting information from Ehlers Public 

Finance.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Hall seconded 

the motion and all voted in favor.  

The first item of discussion brought forward by Chairman Gunderson were the minutes of the March 17th meeting.  

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 17th meeting as submitted.  

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item of discussion was the services agreement with TriMin & MnCCC and the board ratification statement for 

the Professional Services Agreement between TriMin Systems Inc. and the Minnesota Counties Computer Cooperative 

(MnCCC) for the maintenance and support of IFS, effective January 1, 2022 through December 31, 2024.  A/T Hanson 

explained that the county has used this agreement for many years, and this is just a continuation of the services 

provided by TriMin and MnCCC.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the ratification statement.  

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item of discussion was the LG230 Application to Conduct Off-Site Gambling submitted by Turn In Poachers to 

conduct pull-tabs in conjunction with a Moving Flom Forward event at the Flom Community Center on April 8, 2022; 

as well as a resolution giving their approval to Turn In Poachers to conduct off-site gambling at the Flom Community 

Center on April 8, 2022.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to adopt CR 04-08-2022-1 A Resolution to 

Conduct Of-Site Gambling for Turn In Poachers on April 8, 2022.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and on roll 

call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  The resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in 

the A/T Office.   

The next item on the agenda was the renewal application from HOV Recreational Foundation for the liquor license at 

the Heart of the Valley Golf Club.  A/T Hanson indicated that the application appeared to be submitted in good order, 

along with their Certificate of Liability Insurance.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the renewal 

application for HOV Recreational Foundation for the liquor license at the Heart of the Valley Golf Club.  Commissioner 

Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item under miscellaneous business was an Affidavit for Duplicate of Lost or Destroyed Order or Warrant 

received for warrant 514703 dated February 10, 2022, in the amount of $917.96 stating it was never delivered.  

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the Affidavit for Duplicate of Lost warrant, waive the bond 

and reissue the check in the amount of $917.96.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

A/T Hanson then brought forward the 2022 Elections Security Grant Agreement between the State of Minnesota 

acting through its Secretary of State and Norman County, providing $21,427.83 for federal and state purposes to 

improve election security.  The agreement states an expiration date of March 23, 2027, or until all funds have been 

expended.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the 2022 Elections Security Grant Agreement between 

the State of Minnesota and Norman County.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item on the miscellaneous agenda was the approval of the bills as submitted electronically.  Commissioner 

Hall made a motion to approve the bills as submitted.   

Revenue - $ 14,902.54   R & B - $ 780,048.50  Building - $ 95.00    



Public Health - $ 2,448.90   Solid Waste - $4,321.04  County Homes - $ 3,057.27 

Airport Authority - $ 10,713.90  Total $ 815,587.15 

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 9:15 a.m. Stacy Erickson, County Recorder, addressed the board requesting they allow her to extend the contract 

with Kari Aanenson to six months, based on need and what Ms Aanenson was able to index in the time she was able 

to work in March.  Ms. Erickson would like to use funds from both the Recorder’s Technology Fund and Recorder’s 

Compliance Fund to pay the cost of Ms. Aanenson’s contract.  After discussion and questions asked and answered, the 

board tabled the decision until Ms. Erickson could talk with the Recorder’s Compliance Committee and come back to a 

future meeting.   

At 9:20 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, brought forward the County Beaver Policy that was adopted by the County 

Board on October 19, 2017.  Attorney Brue felt that the policy in and of itself was sufficient, noted that A/T Hanson 

had addressed the policy at the Annual Township Meeting, and he felt if we made any changes at this time, we may 

just be making the policy more difficult for trappers to understand.  Attorney Brue reiterated that the policy states 

that the purpose of the policy is to manage damage caused by beavers to the Norman County drainage system, judicial 

ditches, county roads and township roads.  He further noted that Norman County will only pay beaver bounty on 

problem beavers adversely impacting Norman County drainage system, judicial ditches, a county road right of way or a 

township right of way, that has had proper prior authorization.  Norman County will not pay beaver bounty on a 

beaver impacting private property.  Discussion ensued and the decision was made to make no changes to the current 

policy.   

At 9:30 a.m. Keith Berndt, County Highway Engineer, addressed the board with his agenda items.  The first item of 

discussion was the low bid for project 054-620-014 which is the CSAH 10 grading project.  Bids were opened on March 

16th and there were 6 bidders.  The bidders each built in two options:  A) Cement subgrade stabilization and B) Type 13 

Geosynthetic Fabric stabilization which uses a heavy-duty water wicking fabric.  Bids for option A ranged from 

$3,849,446.90 - $5,188, 289.95 and bids for option B ranged from $3,263,717.45 to $4, 896,768.60.  After some 

discussion, Engineer Berndt suggested the board approve the low bid for option B from Dennis Drewes Construction of 

Frazee, MN in the amount of $3,263,717.45.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the low bid for 

option B from Dennis Drews Construction of Frazee, MN in the amount of $3,263,717.45.  Commissioner Hall 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The second item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was an update on State and Federal funding.  Engineer Berndt noted 

that he serves on the MN County Engineers Association Executive and Legislative Committees.  The legislative 

committee has weekly virtual meetings and works closely with AMC on transportation funding.  He noted its still too 

early to tell how things will turn out with the legislature, but there are a couple of promising discussions regarding 

state highway funding.  Federal legislation also has additional funding, but how it will be distributed is still uncertain.   

The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was an update on highway employee hiring.  They have recently 

interviewed a number of candidates for two open maintenance person positions and have found two good candidates 

for the open positions.  Neither has a CDL but both are willing to complete the training to get their CDL’s.  Engineer 

Berndt has been working with Attorney Brue to put together a training agreement whereby a new employee will need 

to work 3 years after receiving their CDL or pay a prorated portion of the cost of the training back to the county.  The 

individuals are Matthew Kjono and Everett Beyl.   

The last item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was a discussion on the Norman County-Ada-Twin Valley Airport noting 

that he had been contacted a couple of times in recent months by the Aeronautics group at MnDOT regarding unused 

funding that he wanted to make the board aware of.   

At this time Chairman Gunderson called for a 4-minute break before the scheduled public hearing on redistricting of 

County Commissioner Districts.   



At 10:00 a.m. Chairman Gunderson called the meeting back to order.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to close 

the regular county board meeting in order to hold the public hearing.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.   

Commissioner Bommersbach then made a motion to open the public hearing for redistricting of County Commissioner 

Districts.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

There was no attendance of the public for the hearing.  Commissoiner Bommersbach asked A/T Hanson to provide 

some background on the redistricting process and how she arrived at the suggested plan.  After A/T Hanson provided 

information, and what the City of Ada had been asked to do to accommodate the county plan, A/T Hanson noted that 

the county could not make a decision at this meeting, but would have to wait until after the City of Ada approved their 

proposed resolutions in order for the county to pursue the suggested plan of taking a portion of the west side of Ada 

and moving it into Commissioner District 3 to boost the population in District 3 and reduce the population in District 4 

as the City of Ada has grown according to the 2020 census numbers while the majority of the cities and townships 

have decreased in population.  This then would allow a township currently in District 3 to become a part of District 2 

and another township in District 3 to become a part of District 1, thereby bringing the population in the five 

commissioner districts into closer alignment to the overall average.  A/T Hanson noted that Commissioner Jacobson, 

serving District 3, would need to run for re-election in 2022, rather than 2024 based on the amount of population 

shifted into his current district.  Commissioners Hall and Redland, currently serving District 4 and District 2, 

respectively, would be up for re-election in 2022.  Commissioner Gunderson, serving District 1, would not need to run 

for re-election based on the less than 5% of average population shifted into District 1, and would continue to serve his 

term until 2024.  Commissioner Bommersbach, currently serving District 5, would continue to serve his term until 

2024.    

At 10:16 a.m. when there were no further questions or comments on the proposed redistricting plan, Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to close the public hearing.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in 

favor.   

At 10:17 a.m. Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to reopen the regular board meeting.  Commissioner 

Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item for discussion was the Addendum to the Memorandum of Agreement with the University of Minnesota 

and Norman County for providing Extension programs locally and employing Extension staff.  The question was asked 

as to why the MOA had three years listed on it and whether that would obligate the county to have an intern program 

each year, as they were of the understanding that this was going to be a gap fill measure and they did not anticipate 

needing to do this again, as they are hopeful we will be able to hire for that position.  A/T Hanson did not know the 

answer to the question, but felt there was ample time before the internship would start to table the decision at this 

time to allow us to find out the answer.   

The next item of discussion was the State of MN Off-Highway Vehicle (All-Terrain Vehicle, Off-Highway Motorcycle 

and/or Off-Road Vehicle) Grant Agreement with the State of Minnesota acting through the Commissioner of Natural 

Resources.  This grant is for the Agassiz Rec Trail in the amount of $25,150.00 for the term of July 1, 2021 to June 30, 

2023 or until all obligations have been satisfactorily fulfilled, whichever occurs first.  Commissioner Redland made a 

motion to approve the OHV Grant Contract Agreement.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.   

At 10:30 a.m. Jim Stewart, attorney representing Riverview LLP, addressed the board requesting approval of a 

resolution authorizing the issuance and sale of variable rate demand solid waste disposal revenue bonds.  Mr. Stewart 

explained that this was the next step following the resolution passed on April 15, 2021, giving preliminary approval to 

the issuance of municipal industrial development revenue bonds.  Nate Knoblauch also representing Riverview 

explained that this is for the solid waste disposal, nothing to do with the gasification process.  Mr. Knoblauch also 

noted they anticipate bringing cows to the dairy in June.  



Commissioner Redland made a motion to adopt CR 04-05-2022-2 A Resolution Authorizing the Issuance and Sale of 

Variable Rate Demand Solid Waste Disposal Revenue Bonds (Riverview, LLP Project).  Commissioner Jacobson 

seconded the motion and on roll call vote, there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  The resolution was adopted unanimously 

and a copy is on file in the A/T Office.   

At 10:42 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board with regard to a Toshiba Maintenance Contract which would 

provide toner for 5 network printers as well as service for the 5 network printers for $96.00 per month.  After some 

discussion, commissioners tabled a decision at this time as they wanted more information from Mr. Stene on the 

amount of toner used by these 5 printers per year as well as seeing the actual proposed agreement.   

CFO Stene also updated the board on the virtual meeting that he, A/T Hanson and Engineer Berndt had attended on 

April 4th with the Ehlers Investment & Arbitrage team consisting of Ryan Miles, Cliff Janney, and Stephen Broden, along 

with Todd Hagen of Ehlers Municipal team.  Mr. Stene noted that both he and A/T Hanson did not have the expertise, 

or the time needed to properly address investing the bond proceeds to gain the best return.  A/T Hanson agreed that 

we should name Ehlers Investment Partners as the county’s investment manager and TD Ameritrade Institutional as 

an official depository.   

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve Norman County naming Ehlers Investment Partners as the 

county’s investment manager and TD Ameritrade Institutional as an official depository for the 2022A Bond proceed 

funds belonging to the county and authorizing A/T Hanson and CFO Stene to sign appropriate documents.  

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairmain Gunderson called for a short break. 

At 11:10 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, addressed the board with his agenda.  The first item on his agenda was the 2021 

Emergency Management Performance Grant in the amount of $15,537.00.  Mr. Johanson noted that yes, this was the 

2021 Grant, the state is running behind a little.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the 2021 

Emergency Management Performance Grant.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item on Garry’s agenda was a discussion on solid waste and the fact that counties with unlined landfills will 

not be granted another permit to operate when their current permit expires.  Mr. Johanson noted that Norman 

County was part of a group of nine counties that went together to apply for a grant to study the landfill situation and 

work toward a hub operation system but they did not receive the grant, so not sure where they are going to head 

now.   

The next item brought forward by Mr. Johanson was a recycling discussion regarding curbside pick-up and clean-up 

week, where several county residents feel the county should host something at no cost to the residents such as the 

city of Ada hosts each year.  Following considerable discussion as to what has been done in the past, such as the 

household hazardous waste collections that had been held where county residents could bring paint, chemicals, etc, 

was replaced by the building of the HHW building out at the county landfill which allows residents to drop off those 

items at the landfill at any time the landfill is open.  After further discussion, it was decided to make no change.    

At 11:30 a.m. Jeremy Thornton, Norman County Sheriff, addressed the board regarding a donation from the previous 

owner of the Halstad bar in the amount of $50.00.  Sheriff Thornton noted there was no stipulation as to what the 

donation should be used for, however, he noted he would like to put it into the canine account.  Commissioner 

Redland made a motion to accept the $50.00 donation with thanks.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion 

and all voted in favor.   

The second item brought forward by Sheriff Thornton was the Flom Tower, and the fact that the state had a tower 

climber out to replace bulbs in the tower and the climber noted that the tower is leaning and he will not climb it again 

until it is properly inspected and any necessary adjustments or repairs are made to the tower.  Sheriff Thornton noted 

that he had asked for a quote to have the tower inspected from MidStates Wireless and it came back at a rate of 

$3,795.00 to perform a complete tower inspection, re-tension and align tower as required.  Tower inspections consist 

of but not limited to check all lighting, grounding, guy wires, guy anchors above grade, structural steel, antennas, coax, 



mounts, all hardware, paint, and general conditions.  MidStates will provide a completed inspection report and 

recommendations.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve having MidStates inspect the Flom tower.  

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 11:40 a.m. there being no further business before the board, Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting.   

 

 

_____________________________________  _______________________________________ 

Marvin Gunderson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


